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Bathers meet the nuclear age in “Koyaanisqatsi.”

Breathtaking film offers
unique music for the eyes

By Duane Dudek

“Eoysanksqatsl™ is a symphony of color
and light. It is a ballet of nature and tech-
nology. It Is a sophisticated flood of word-
less imagery that fries to show us what
was, what s and what should be.

[ts title (which sounds Gke “key-ann-is-
cot-5si") is from the Hopi language and
means life owt of balapce. As Emglish
translation of the fitbe suggests, director
Godfrey Reggio's theme ks civilization ex-
panding at the expense of the Earth and the
survival of mankind,

[ zaw this {lim six months ago in Los
Angeles and its images remain vivid in my
memaory. Initiafly Reggio's sweeping cam-
era offers familisr textures that find us
straiming to identify the substances,

Mature's reality is distilled to its essences:
color, [grm, light and motlon. Rock lormsa-
tions fesemble & moonscape. The blue of the
sky dances abowe the clay red earth and a
floral kaleidescope. Then we ascend -0 4
lewel where clowd formatlons soggest the
rodling surf.

Enter mankind with reasing tractors and

Movies

ugly meclear plants, Yet Reggio finds garish
beauty even in our meon cities filled with
internal combustion. His camera watches
automative traffic as it moves in a time
lapse motion across big city freewnys.
Anonvmous faces clog escalators,

Regpio turns the famillar Into the strange
and the ordinary into thinge of beauty. He
places the. world on a microscope, distort-
ing its perspective but creating images that
are unique and breathtaking.

In 87 minutes not one word of dialog is
spoken. The film (8 totally viswal and Reg-
gio succeeds in creating images nod only
waorthy of our attention but strongly
suggestive of a coberent aarrative, Philip
Glass provides a soundirack that is alter-
nately haunting and majestie.

I strongly recommend “Koyasnisgats.”
1t s music for the eyes,

“Koyvaanisgats’™ beging at the
Oriental Theater and ruas throvgh Dec. 17T



